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ABSTRACT

This art thesis aim to study in “‘Free Hugs” in Thai social contexts. To explore how
Thai people think, their opinions, their definitions or their interpretation about Free Hugs? Does
the hugging shows the division of social class or conceals other story? How Free Hugs in

Thailand different from foreign countries and how much is it to be accepted? To show the various
perspectives of Thai and foreign people, in tenns of definitions and interpretation in Free Hugs.
Free Hugs can bring people together but still be obstruct by the clothings we womm and also
include the teaching of love and harmony which leads to a story of social classes.

By using the idea of anthropology, to study the relations of human and roles in
interaction with people in society. The idea of sociology, to study lifestyle, living, adapting with
social norms and relation of human and society. The idea of kinesthetics and body languages, to
study the non-verbal communication, using body languages to greeting or sending out some
meanings. The idea of culture study, to study the expression of a group of human’s ways of their
life and cultural influences that affect the creation of human selves and identities. Last, the idea of

semiotics, to study the signs which represent meaning of somethings and the communication with

meaningful objects.



The research processes came from the questions in the research, is the di flerent of
cultures effects perspective of defining and interpreting Free Hugs? Can Free Hugs bring more
and more people in this class-divided society together? By begin with studying through Free
Hugs-videos and studying in fieldwork to interview experienced Thai and forcign Frec Huggers.
Also include inviewing hugging participants, both Thai and foreign, about how are their opinion
and feelings when realize that Free Huggers are different and how much they accepted it and are
they feel any story behind it?

From researching found that the Free Huggers’ interviews have opinions in the same

direction, they think that Free Hugs can bring people more closer to each others, more than

staring on the phone or technalogies and cut themselves from people around. They think that Free
Hugs is the good solution to let strangers face together, to know more about them, gaining their

trust and changing the views or perspective toward other people positively,



