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ABSTRACT

Transference of Belief into the Trees focuses on the Thanontonyang community in Chiang Mai-
Lamphun as a study area. The goals are 1) To understand trees through the belief and the ritual in the
community; 2) To study the process of creating relationships between people and trees through
ceremony; 3) To study the ambient context of community that determines the direction for trees, 4) To
study the context of trees which determine the direction for the cornmunity. My overarching aim is to
understand the relationships in the community between trees and residents in the profound way and to use
this community as a case study of sustainable coexistence between people and trees, not only the
Thanontonyang community of Chiang Mai-Lamphun area, but also other similar areas.

The conceptual framework of this study examines new rituals used in the community, the beliefs
of people in community that were adapted for making a relationship, and the coexistence between people

and big tree in the conservation field. This research uses qualitative methods as a research approach,

studying from documents, related theories, and in-depth interview. The contributors are divided into 2

groups, the leaders of community and residents in the community.

The findings from the first objective, the qualitative research found that Transference of Beliefs

into the Trees through ritual affects the community as follows, (1) As a tradition. the Ordaining Tree



Ritual will be held every New Year to welcome auspicious things to come, (2) almost all Buddhists

believe in yellow robes of Buddhist monks and are afraid to cut the trees that are ordained.

The findings from the second objective, the process of ceremony is divided into 2 topics, (1)
Ceremony and (2) Attendees. All 1 have mentioned above, working together, people in the community
have created a tradition. The ceremony is held regularly, and attendees participate collectively and share
an emotional space. As I have mentioned, it is “Ordaining Tree Ritual” of the community which is held

every New Year.

The findings from the third objective were gathered from going on location and collecting data.
These could be divided into 2 topics, (1) The leaders of the community realize the community’s belief
about big trees which is related with the primitive beliefs and the belief about Buddhism. The goal of
bringing “Ordaining Tree Ritual” into the community is to induce people to conserve trees because of
their sacred nature, (2) The participation from public and private agencies, including people in community
who would like to conserve the rubber trees in the physical form.

The findings related to the fourth objective relate to the information obtained from synthesis
leading to know the benefits of the rubber trees’ existence in the community, which affects the
community. These are divided into 2 topics, (1) Thanon Tonyang area is a pan-terrain. When the smoke
season comes, this area will accumulate pollution. The existence of rubber tree helps adjust to the weather.
(2) Rubber trees are the identity of this area. They determine a sense of direction for the community,
leading to the policies for retention the rubber trees.

Apart from facts that researcher found and synthesis the data above, to start each art work
makes researcher earn more experience and understand how to join the community by going on location

more and more. That makes researcher understand sensitivity of community, the same and different

belief, and finding the common position to continue the community with the efficient.



