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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this independent research was to study the women’s role in the
television theater of Dae Jang Guem (the Jewel in the palace) which revealed the
modern-day role of women in Korea.

Consequently, the television drama of Dae Jang Guem (the lady in the palace)
had the influence on the South Korea’s men and reflected the emancipation of the
lady’s right. As the result, the study found that the women in those days were not
under containment and suppression as it ought to be at that time. In short, the role of
the mother had the right to say aloud that her kids could make their own decision or
not. The reason came from the gratitude and the appreciation on the role of the mother
whose authority was above her children’s choice of life. However, the wife’s role had
been distorted from the teaching of Confucius who played much influence upon the
society in the story of Dae Jang Guem or the lady in the Korean palace. Confucius’s
idea had much control on the Korean society structure at that time in the TV movies
where women were under the possession and under the control of the husband’s
family. Nonetheless, the cinema had revealed that husband and wife had a good
understanding; and in some cases women could have power over the husband. Even
though, the influence of the Confucius had overruled the government administration in
those days in Korea.

For example, the elites and the leaders of the Korean government had some
kind of women’s pressure upon them. Additionally, there was a tendency that women
in those days could have liberated themselves from the power of men in the society as
well as at the individual level.

The study had found that: -

1. At the social structure level, the women at that time tried to overcome the
men’s careers in education, medicine, and sciences as well as economics and politics.
They wanted to have a social change in the family institution where as men and
women should have some flexibility in the running of the family affairs.



2. At the individual level, each woman had to build her own identity which
had shown her determination and her life style. Each individual female had to seek her
own beauty and good looks. She had to try and find ways to overcome hardship and
obstacles in her life. Furthermore, she needed to improve and to apply all the good
things around herself. In short, she had to be able to win over all the difficulties in
order to prove her ability to survive in the society with pride and satisfaction.

Women in the story of Dae Jang Guem or the lady in the Korean palace had
demonstrated their abilities and their qualities to work equally to men. Thus, they
opened the opportunity for women to have higher education; Dae Jang Guem proved
to liberate the women’s right silently and quietly in the ancient Korean society.
According to the study, we found that Dae Jang Guem started the woman’s liberation
from within herself and in every walk of her life. The Dae Jang Guem TV movie
program reflected the South Korean tradition and way of life from the ancient days till
today that Korean society had in the progression of social development.

The movie drama had shaken the men’s society in Korea in order to change the
woman’s social system instantly and suddenly, which could be divided into two
principles:-

1. To destroy the old society tradition that men was higher than women so
that women could be equal to men politically, socially, economically and
educationally.

2. To elevate or lift up the female status in the society for the benefits of the
women in the form of lady intelligence and the woman wisdom and tradition.



