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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study the attitude about understanding
private space in the public space of Thai society and also to study and compare the
self-expression embedded in the private space; namely, this can be considered as a
superimposition of private and public space occurring at public toilet and webboard in
cyberspace. This independent study is the type of Qualitative Research. The primary
data were collected by the purposive sampling of five public toilets in Muang district
of Chiang Mai and five webboards on websites. Besides, the statistic analysis is done
by descriptive research with the theory of space, self, phychology andcommunication.

The study shows that the private space and public space of Thai society in the
past had the clear boundaries. When crossing over space and area, the modification
would happen because each place had its own principles and regulations. As time
changed, the space had developed itself to be more physical. That means the clear
boundary had been changed to become non boundary and non restriction for space
and time as called as “Cyberspace”. People tried to create their own private space
over others including public space. However, nowadays it’s hard to distinguish
between the private space and public space because people seem to describe
themselves to public as if it was their private space.

The toilet writing and comment on the webboard in Cyberspace show how
they express their attitude by the messages written throughout communication
channels of public toilet and webboard. For the messages left at the public toilet, they
seem to be the stronger emotion and ruder than the messages appearing on the
webboard. That’s because there is no control on the message by rule or regulation at
the public toilet. It is a freedom in the creation and expression. In contrast, the
webboard is the public space under the restriction. There are the regulations in
creating any message as well as showing the expression. Consequently, it was found
that the self-expression by message in the public toilet could convey more attitudes
than the message written in the webboard.



